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INT RODUCTORY DISC OURSE. iy 


Will give you paſtors, according to mine 
beart, who ſhall feed you with knows- 
** ledge and underſianding *.---Theſe are 
the words of God himſelf, Go and pro- 
claim (ſays God to the prophet *) zheſe 
words towards the North, and. ſay, return 

thou backſliding Iſrael, ſaith the Lord, &c.--- 
They were indeed originally addreſſed to 
the Fetus, but they had a reference to 1e 
' goſpel diſpenſation: ſo the words imme- 
diately after them lead us to conclude. 
And it ſhall come to paſs when ye be mul- 
liplied, and increaſed in the land; in thoſe 
days, faith the Lord, they ſhall ſay no more, the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord: neither ſhall 
it come to mind, neither ſball they remember it, 
neither ſhall they viſit it, neither ſhall that be 
done, (or as in the margent) neither ſhall it 
be magnified any more, 1. e. God ſhall be wor- 
ſhip'd without the ark, that much valued 
| -, 5. ny utenſil 


e Ter; Hh. . d Verſe 12. © Verſe 16. 


== „„ 
utenſil in the tabernacle and temple. And 
they contain @ very comprehenſive and im- 
portant promiſe, Twould take up too much 
of the time allotted to me in the ſolemnity 
of this day, and infringe on the provinces of 
my brethren who are to ſucceed me, was I 
to attempt even a brief and general explica- 
tion of this aſſurance: all therefore that I 
ſhall ſuggeſt at preſent concerning it is, that 
it ſuppoſes one thing, and declares another. 
It ſuppoſes the erection of goſpel churches: 
and indeed to thoſe ſacred ſocieties our 
thoughts are directed in the words imme- 
diately preceding the paſſage we are attend- 
ingto* : Turn, Obackſliding children, ſaith the 
Lora, for I am married unto you; and I will 
take you one of a city, and two of a family, and 
I well bring you to Zion. But does the aſſu- 
rance before us ſuppoſe the erection of goſ- 
pel churches. It declares that God would fur- 
niſh thoſe churches with paſtors, 1. e. b:/hops 
or elders, (for theſe are characters of the 
lame office in the New Teſtament) who 
ſhould not ſpend their lives in uſeleſs ſtate, 
or pernicious indolence, but by a faithful 
diſpenſation of his word and ordinances, 
(under his influence) - lead thoſe among 
whom they labour, into, not à merely 
ſheculative, but alfo an experimental and 
prafical acquaintance with the things of 
religion ; whom he would approve of, yea, 
"FI i 
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\honcar Wich the tükebs of that apptobation 
both here and hereafter. This af- 
ſurance has been punctually ond frequently 
_ - accompliſhed. It was made good at the com- 
mencement of the goſpel diſpenſation ; for no 
' ſooner had the divine Mediator taken his 
ſeat in the world of glory, than (to uſe the 
: apoſtle Paul's language) he not only gave 
' apoſtles, prophets, and evangeliſts, but alſo 
paſtors and teachers for the perfecting of the 
ſaints, &c. And was it fulfilled then? it 
has been made good (ſuch has been the 
faithfulneſs of God to his promiſe !) ever 
Jince that remarkable ara to this very day. 
Have not you, my friends of this church 
been witnefſes of its accompliſhment ? 
Surely, (not to mention your other paſtors, 
* *, Woodhouſe , and Robinfon t, 
men deſervedly eminent in their day !) your 
preſent venerable Paſtor, the Rev. Mr. Ed- 
ward Godwin * is an undeniable evidence 
| r 219" thereof. —— 


8 Epher. i . 1, . 

Dr. Samuel Anneſley (the firſt paſtor after liberty of c con- 
ſcience was granted) had the living of Cripplegate, and lec- 
tareſnip of Paul's, was ejected for nonconformity in 1662, 
and died December 31. 1695, aged 77. 
+ Mr. John 2 facces zded Dr. Anneſley. He was 
(ſays Dr. Calamy) ſilenced in the county of Nottingham, 
was afterwards chaplain to the lady Grantham, was uſeful 
in breeding up many young men for the miniſtry, and died 
in the year 1700. 

t Mr. Benjamin Robinſon ſucceeded Mr. Weodheufe, and 
died April 30, 1724. | 

Mr. Eduard Godwin was choſen co-paltor with Mr. 
* in 1722. | 
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thereof.--Yea, may it not be ſaid, this day 
is this ſcripture fulfilled in your ears ?-- 


hope it may; for I truſt God is (in the per- 
fon of my brother, now ſeparating to the paſ- 


toral office, in conjunction with that ſervant 


of Chriſt, whom age and infirmities have laid 
.afide from his honourable and important 
work) giving you a paſtor according to his 
heart ; who will feed you with knowledge and 


underſtanding.- Now, that it may appear to 


all preſent, that proper methods have been 
taken previous to the work of this day, I 
would take the hberty of introducing its 


ſacred ſervices with a few requeſts. 

Without doubt, there are ſome things 
proper to be attended to by a church of 
Chriſt, in order to the ſettlement of a paſtor 


among them, (when one under this cha- 


racter is needed by them) accordingly 1 


muſt firſt of all deſire, that one of this 
church, in the name of the whole, will 


give an account of the ſteps which have 
been taken by this Chriſtian ſociety, with _ 
a view to its obtaining that important 

bleſſing. EI ION . 1 
Which was immediately done by a brother of 
the church, before appointed for that purpaſe. 
As you the members of this church of 
Chriſt, have given an invitation to the 
Rev. Mr. Thomas Prentice to take the over- 
fight of you in the Lord, together with 


the Rev. Mr. Edward Godwin, my further 


requeſt 


1 


requeſt 1 is, that you will publickly renew 
the ſaid invitation. | 
Which was alſo dine reel by bolding up 
of hands. 
Since it becomes a faithful miniſter of 
Chriſt, when he receives an invitation to 
the paſtoral office in a church of Chriſt; to 
take ſuch methods as are ſuited to (with 
| the divine bleffing) to bring him to a pro- 
determination about it: one thing I. 
muſt requeſt” of you, my friend, and bro- 
ther, now: ſeparating to paſtoral work, is, 
that you will lay before this aſſembly, the 
ſteps you have taken relative to the call to 
that work, which has been Nen you by 
this church. 


- This was immediately conpl ed with, by 
Ms Prentice. 
As this church has publickly renewed 

; its invitation. to you, Sir, to ome its 
paſtor, in conjunction with the Rev. Mr. 
Godwin, my further requeſt to you is, that 


you will as publickly renew your e 
of its invitation. | 


' This Mr. Prentice did weir Bath Way 
As 4 Paſtor's feeding bis people with 
| 8 and under/ianding, undoubtedly 
ſuppoſes, that one who fuſtains this weighty 
character, knows and believes the ſeveral 
articles of religious truth which he is to 
? ate among his people, it has been 
uſual, 


1 
uſual, on theſe days, for the catfois- or- 
dained, to make what is commonly called 
a confeſſion of his faith :I muſt, there- 
fore, (and ſt is the 44% requeſt I ſhall make) 
deſire that you, Sir, will be pleaſedto comply 
with this laudable cuſtom, by making on 
this ſolemn occaſion, 4 public tae Mon of 
Ju Faith. 
Here Mr. Pune delivered the confeſſion 
of his faith, which follows this introduction. 
The ſeveral requeſts, which it was thought 
proper to mention, having been made, and 
complied with,--nothing more remains for 
me to do at this time than to commend be 
aged paſtor of this church, you, my friend, 
now entering on paſtoral work in it, and the | 
church 3tſelf to the care and bleſſing of hea- 
ven.---And be affured I do ibis with fin. 
cerity and pleaſure ; earneſtly praying, that 
all 3 affiſtance may be granted in 
further carrying on the ſacred ſervices of 
this day ;---that thoſe ſervices may be fol- 
lowed with the ſmiles both of providence 
and grace, and that all preſent may 
meet in that triumphant aſſembly, whoſe 
delightful employment it will be to aſcribe 
being, hondur, glory and power, unto him 
that ſitteth upon the throne, __ unto the 18 
. ever and ever *. 
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CONFESSION or FAITH. 


8 that the ſcriptures no 
1 where diſcountenance this requeſt, I 
readity comply Pf. 
But being conſcious that the eye of God, 

who ſeeth not as man ſeeth, inſpects 
whole deportment, I dare not attempt diſ- 
guiſe, but muſt be obliged to give you the 
unfeigned ſentiments of my mind, without 
reſpect either to the cenſure or applauſe of 
men. 8 1 
The limits of the preſent period will not 
ſuffer me to lay before you the reaſons of 
my faith: nor indeed can any thing more 
be thought needful, in an exerciſe of this 
nature, than a free declaration of what I 
| apprehend to be ſupported by the authority 
F r 


1 


II. I believe that all nature, in ſilent, yet 
upathetic language, proclaims a firſt and ſu- 
- B , _ perintending 


73 1 © } 
7 


perintending cauſe, a being of infinite per- 
fections, whom we call Gd. 
II. I-believe that the ſcriptures of the old 
and new teſtament were given by inſpiration 
of God, and contain a complete revelation 
of his will; and that they, 10 eparate from all 
| traditions, councils, {ynods, decrees, or private 
copceptians | of mep* whatſoever, are of | 
themſelves a ſufficient and — rule of 
faith and manners 5. 
III. Upon the authority of that ſacred 
þook,, I believe that zbere 2 tbree that bear 
des 7 heaven, the F 17.5 oe: Word, ary 
e- Holy Ghoſt; That tee are bot 
Gate i hed and. united ; diſtinguiſhed by 
perſonal characters and 5 but 
united or one in nature or 
Mis 1 1 hat every eyent: — place . 
2pcording ag 20-the CI e and eternal 
OE of God, who wworketh * oy af- 
ter 7 counſel 125 bit own will a. 
7 n conformity thereto, I 1 * eve that 
God erated the heavens-and the earth, and 
al 117 th ber are therein 
VI, I believe that man was forme with 
| unſullied pt — of nature .and happi- 
neſs ; but loſt it by his difobedience to the 
divine command, = thereby became ob- 
noxious 


— 


on. + „28, „ Tig, M. 15 17. 
6 © ohn v. 7 150 EM s xxviii, 19. Gal. itt. 20. 61 « Eph. 
ire 4 Cen. i. 1. Col. i. 16. Rev. iv. xi. 


* 1 
noxious to the wrath and on} of God in 
this and the future world.. 

VII. I believe that all Mankind ( ſeminally 
and federally exiſting in Adam), became de- 
praved and guilty, Fo conloquehce of the 
wk tranſgreffton *, - - 
VIII. T believe that the whole wok of 5 
men, being thus fallen from God, and be- 
come guilty before him, are no longer the 
fit objects of his complacency ; but are a- 
like unworthy of his favor, and might 
therefore have been left univerſally to periſh 
in their rebellion *. But 
IX. I believe that God out of hls mere 
good pleaſure, before the foundation of the 
world, hath choſen or predeſtinated a feed 
to ſerve him out of the degenerate race, 
who are in fcripture called the ebd. 

X. I believe that in the fulneſs of 1 time, 
as the reſult of the eternal purpoſe, 1be 
word was made fleſh and dwelt among us as 
the Meſſiah; and that the divine and hu- 


man natures were ſo intimately connected 
as to form but one perſon &. 


XI. I believe that this illuſtrious perſon 
was made under the very ſame law which 
his people had tranſgreſſed; that he ful- 
filled it and made it honorable, and at 


"> WR length 
20 Gen. i. 27 : Rooks: vii. 29. pl. ür, 12. Pf. li. 5. 
Eph. ii. 3. ve 12, 18, 19. Rom. ith. 9, 10, 
1112, is, 23. Exod. Xkxiv. 7. Pf. v. 85. Rom. 


g. 30-08. 7. Eph. i. 4. 2 Tim. 1.9. Rom. Ix. 18. 
* Gal. iv. 4. 1 Pet, i. 20, John i. 14. 1 Tim. iii. 16. 
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1 1 
len oth laid down his life as their ſubſtitute, 


ſurety or repreſentative”. 
XII. 1 believe the reſurrection of Jeſus 
from the dead, as that grand event which 


collected all the preceding evidence of his 


Meſſiahſhip: that he aſcended up into 


heaven, and is ſeated at the right hand of 


the majeſty on high, making interceſſion 
for all that the Father hath given him v. 


XIII. In conſequence of the appearance 
of the ſon of God in our: world, I believe 


that the goſpel or the _ tidings of a 
t 


perfectly free ſalvation through him, is to 


be preached to every creature, without dil 


tinction of rank or character. 

XIV. I believe that there is no other 
ground for the ſinners hope of acceptance 
with God, and that nothing more is requi- 


ſite, than what is freely exhibited in the 
divine declaration of the efficacy of Chriſt's 


blood to cleanſe from every fin, and that 


every other ground of hope, in whatever 


it may be, is conſequentiy deluſive and 
vain o. 

XV. I believe that all the force of hu- 
man reaſoning, and all the perſuaſive 


Charms of cloquence, * with all the 


efforts 


i Gal. iv. 4. 2 Cor. v. 21. Gal. iii. 13. _ = Acts 


A, 24+ 1 Cor. xv. 17. Heb. i. 3.—vii. 5. Mark 
xvi. 15, 16. Luke xxiv. 47. Acts xiii. 3 —. 43. Acts 
xvi. 31. 1 John i. 7. Ia. Iv. 1, & 2. Rev. xxii 
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efforts of which the mind of man is ca- 
pable, can never remove the ignorance 
and prejudices, or effect the converſion 
of one ſinner, or make the call or decla- 
ration of the goſpel effectual to the ſoul ». 
XVI. I believe therefore the abſolute - 
gneceſſity of a ſupernatural operation of the 
Holy Ghoſt, to chaſe away the native dark- 
neſs or ignorance of the mind, by ſhining 
into the heart, and giving the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the perſon 
. of Jeſus Chriſt, thereby caſting down ima- 
ginations (or falſe reaſonings) and every high 
thing that exalteth itſelf. againſt the know- 
ledge of God, and bringing into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of Chriſt a. 
XVII. I am perſuaded that all who be- 
lieve are juſtified from all things, from 
which they could not be juſtified by the 
law of Moſes, being accepted as righteous, 
not for any thing found in or performed by 
them, but ſolely upon the account of that 
which is believed in, namely the righte- 
ouſneſs of the Lord Jeſus Chrilt *. : 
By faith I mean not a dead or cold aſſent 
to ſcripture truth, ſuch as may be and is 
the effect of a religious education and other 
cauſes ; but ſuch a perſuaſion as reſults from 
a conviction of the truth in its divine im- 
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port and moment, and is the effect of a ſu- 
pernatural agency. Or in other words, 
ſuch a perſuaſion of the certainty, ſuffici- 


ency and importance of the work of righ+ 
teouſneſs, which was finiſhed by the ſon 
of God on Caluarys mount, as is attend- 
ed with the love of it, and the dependence 


of the mind abſolutely and entirely upon 
XVIII. I believe that all whom God juſ- 
tifieth he alſo ſanctifieth; that zherr ſouls, 
(conſequently their lives) are purified in 
obeying the truth through the ſpirit *. 
XIX. Although I believe that every one, 


be his profeſſion what it may, who ſecketh 
_ eaſe or relief to his guilty and troubled 
_ conſcience, or expects his acceptance with 


God, from the confideration of any paſt 
or preſent emotions or diſpoſitions which he 
may have felt or now feels in his mind; 
or from any thing elſe ſeparate from the 
free diſcovery of God's grace and mercy in 
Jeſus Chriſt, ſo far miſtakes and oppoſes 


the very defign of the goſpel *,——Never- 


theleſs are the chriſtian's experiences of the 
power and efficacy of the goſpel, to be 
thankfully acknowledged to the honor of 


the Holy Ghoſt: and the whole of his 
conformity to the will of Chriſt to be re- 


| garded 


Ei 0 ames It. 26. ; Heb. Xi. 1. Rom. Ks : 10. 0 Gal. v. 6. 


tr Pet. i. 22. Ephef. ii. 10. Col. ii. 10. Tits iii. f. 
Iſa. I. 11, Rom. vii. 24, 25, 2 Cor. xii, . 4 


( ts ] 
garded as the evidence of his faith, or that 
he hath not believed in 'vain, but to the 
ſalvation of lis ſoul © © © © 
XX. I believe the final perſeverance of 
the ſaints, who are kept by the power of 
God, through faith unto ſalvation * 
XXI. I am perſuaded that all believers 
are obliged by the authority of their Lord, 
to make an open profeſſion: of his name in 
a church- relation. ien 
XXII. A chriſtian church, I believe, is 
a ſociety of perſons drawn together by the 
power of the Lord in the miniſtry of the 
word, and united together in their pro- 
feſſion of the ſame hope toward God, and 
of their affection one for another. That 
they are, as ſuch, ſubject to no other au- 
thority than that of their illuſtrious head, 
the Lord Jeſus ; but are bound to obſerve 
whatſoever he hath enjoined upon his diſ- 
ciples, though it ſhould be at the riſque | 
of their intereſt in the world, or even of 
life itſelf -. _ „FFF 5 
XXIII. I believe that every church of 
Chriſt has a right within itſelf of chooſing 
its own paſtors or elders and h 


v 1 Tim. i. 13, 14. Eph. i. 3. 1 Pet. i. 3. 2 Cor. 
i. 3. 1 Pet. ii. 9. 2 Cor. ii. 14. Acts x. 34, 35. James 
ii. 18, 1 John ii. 3. 1 Pet. i. 5. John iv. 19. 
Y Rom. x. 9, 10. John xiv. 15. . 


Luke xi. 9. | 


. 
and of admitting and excommunicating ag 
the ſcripture directs. 
XXIV. Baptiſm and the Lord' s ſupper; 
I believe, are of divine inſtitution, and to 
be continued to the end of the world. 
Baptiſm I 1 to be nnn of 
the efficacy of the blood of Jeſus ſprinkled 
upon the conſcience; or of the purifying 
operations of the Holy Ghoſt ; and to be 
adminiſtered to all profeſſing the faith and ; 
hope of the goſpel, and to the ſeel of 
ſuch. 42G 
The Lord's ſupper, I apprehend, is * | 
ſigned for the commemoration of the ſuf- 
ferings and death of Chriſt, as the ſupport 
of all our hope before God; and for the 
profeſſion of our union and fellowſhip one 
with another, as members of the ſame ; 
body. is 
| XXV. I believe the immortality of the 
ſoul, the reſurrection of the body, and 
the day of judgment by jeſus Chriſt, 
wherein the righteous will be admitted 
to manſions of bleſſedneſs; and they 
that know not God, and that obey not 
the goſpel of our Lord Teſus Chriſt will be 
puniſhed with an everlaſting deſtruction from 
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Thus I have given you a plain and hoz 
neſt repreſentation of the moſt leading ar- 
ticles, which I apprehend the ſcriptures 
teach me to believe, either by expreſs de- 
clarations or neceſſary conſequences ; and 
which I ſhall therefore endeavour to in- 
culcate upon you, my brethren of this 
church, in my future labors among you. 
And you may aſſure lves that (as 
God may help me) I ſhall attend with di- 
ligence and prayer to thoſe lively oracles of 
truth : and conſcientiouſly lay before you 
whatever doctrine or precept I N 
end, I entreat your unwenried fo 
at the throne of grace, that the — of 
God may guide me into all truth; _ 
teach me to know his will and 
with integrity of heart; and that the —— 
of the Lord may have free courſe Wen 
* Rm 
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8 we condole this ths. on account 
of the weak and low ſtate: to which 
it hath. pleaſed: God to reduce the aged and 
worthy miniſter, who has many years 
watched over it in the Lord; ſo it gives a 
ſenſible conſolation to ſee you this day 
unanimouſly called, and readily conſenting 
to undertake the paſtoral care thereof, with 
him, as a ſon with: a father, if he ſhall be 
reſtored to publick ſervice, or alone, by 
God's help, if that deſirable bleſſing ſhould 
not be granted to this Chriſtian ſociety. 

At your requeſt, it is my province to offer 
ſome advices and exhortations to you, with 
regard to your great and arduous work, I 
defire to ſpeak every word to myſelf, as 
well as to you; and, therefore, ſhall ſpeak 
with great freedom and plainneſs. 

(1.) I beg of you, my dear brother, to 
think of the cloſe connexion there is be- 
tween perſonal religion, and miniſterial 
n and uſefulneſs. Take heed to "a 
» (elf, 


BE 
ſelf, the ſtate of your own ſoul, and the pre- 
vailing bias of your mind, and courſe of your 
life: every good man is not fit to be a miniſ- 
ter; but every good miniſter muſt certainly 
be a good man; for who can watch as he 
ought, for the ſouls of others, if he ne- 
glects and deſpiſes his own ſoul? who that 
does not love Chriſt in ſincerity, can feed 
his ſheep, and his lambs, with faithfulneſs, 
diligence, and tender affection? who that 
Has not ſeen his glory, and taſted his. grace, 
can repreſent theſe objects with propriety 
and life to thoſe that hear him ? how can 
he who knows not by experience the new 
birth, the privileges and pleaſures, the 
hopes and fears, the changes and conflicts, 
of the Chriſtian ſtate, deſcribe theſe things 
feelingly, and in a right way to others? 
and how can he pray with enlargement of 
heart, who has not the ſpirit of adoption 
in him? and if a bad man be an acceptable 
and uſeful miniſter to his fellow creatures, 
yet when he has preached to them, he muſt be 
be himſelf a caſtaway; neceſſary it is there- 
fore that a goſpel miniſter ſnquld be a real 
_ Chriſtian ; and he muſt be an improving 
Chriſtian too, in order to the affectionate 
and experimental performance of his duty : 
| his fitneſs for, and ſucceſs in his work. 
will moſt probably be in proportion to the 
growth or decay of religion in his own 
heart and practice. £157 DOI 8t. 7. 


10] 
; (e.) ) I would exhort you to maintain, 
22 grace, as C lear an evidence as may 
be out call tou the miniſtry. We are 
5 not te en in o r days, ſuch an imme 
5 | diate and extraordinary call and miſſion 
from God as the apoſtles had; but the or- 
dinary call which continues to this time is 
from above; God chooſes ſome and ſingles 
them out from others to ſerve him in "he 
' miniſterial office, by ſpecial acts of provi- 
dence and grace; 37 gifts and en- 
dowments i; by the ,approbation of other 
miniſters, upon trial of their knowledge and 
ſpirits; and by the conſent of Chriſtian 
people, to put thamlelves vader their. vat 
toral care. 
Where theſe thing 8 ; concur, 1 apprehend 
one has good eo to believe he is called 
of God to feed his church; and it muſt be a 
great advantage to a _— to have a full 
latisfaction in this point, becauſe it will 
ſtrengthen his Falth ö in e for the di. 
vine bleſsing, and ſecure the peace of his 
own mind under diſſappointments, if con- 
ſcience bear witneſs that he has ſincerely 
prayed and endeavoured to fulfil the mi- 
niſtry which he has received in the Lord. 
(3+) Let me beſeech you to reverence'the 
ſovereignty of God in the conſequences of 
your 
p You know that whorver plant or waters, 
it is God that * thy increaſe. The 
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moſt faithful and able men in the church 
of Chriſt, are but miniſters, by whom his 
jos oe = even as the Lord giveth to 
The hearts of men are not in 


our | 15 Ida in his; and he only can open 
thein to attend with reverence, faith and 


love, to the chings of the golpel, reported 


us. 
his thought ſhould humble - us, and 
ken us 60 pour but our hearts before the 
of all grace, imploring his direction, 
aflifiance and a on our labours, 
among the precious and immortal fouls, .to 
whoſe ſervice we are devoted. Far be it 
from us to think that we can convert ſin- 
ners, or build up ſaints by the force of our 
arguments, by the uſe of — by the 
charms of cloquence, and the ſtriking 
beauties of language ge! no, e al- 

S go into and endeavour to 
Fee 
that we are Gorell thy by grace through. faith; 
and that mot of ourſelves, for: it is the gift 
of God; and that it is he who maketh one 
to differ from another; that every good and 
perfect gift cometh. down from the father 


of lights and mercies; and that the wea> 


of our warfare {though very apt and 

oy are mighty, not of themſelves, or EY 
ori 
God's power, y to the 
pulling damm uf the mag m— 
| ane 


| 2 þ 
and fatan in the hearts of our beloved 
hearers, and the making them his willing 
people. Every one that is the ſeal of our 

_ miniſtry, is God's workmanſhip, his new 
creature. 

(4.) Look (my brother) with a watchful 
eye to the purity of your aims and inten- 
tions in all your work: it is well known we 
have not in our way, (as diſſenters) the 
tempting baits of worldly honours and: emo- 
luments; we muſt be very weak (as well 
as carnal) if we enter upon our function 
with any other prevailing views, but thoſe 
of being inſtrumental to glorify God, and 
fave ſouls; and I doubt not theſe are the 
views that have determined your accept- 
ance of. the call of this worſhiping ſociety, 
to miniſter to them in holy things. 

Permit me, however, to ſay, it becomes 

you and all of us to maintain a godly jea- 
louſy over ourſelyes, at all times, that we 
be not led aſide by ſelfiſh and unworthy 
motiyes, by an inordinate love to the praiſe 
of men, or fear of their diſpleaſure, by the 
deſire of temporal profits, or dread of tempo- 
oral inconveniences and hardſhips: our great 
concern mult be to have a ſingle eye; and 
as of ſincerity, as of God, in the fight of 
God, to ſpeak in Chriſt, 2 Cor, i. 17. We 
are bound to ſeek not our own things but 
his; to preach him, and not ourſelves; to 
live to him, and: not to 4 "Ray | 1 
Se 
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elf muſt be depoſed, that Chriſt alone 
may be exalted in, and by us. 
(F.) Let me exhort, and humbly — han 
you, in the name of che Lord, to be r 
dilig ent in the ſeveral parts of your office. 
1 are ſenſible of the rides, of a cloſe 
attention to thoſe private ſtudies that relate 
to your duty: bleſſed be God for the good 
porn of ſacred knowledge which you 
have received; this will, I truſt, make 
you very / deſirous of improvement, that 
your profiting may appear unto all men. 

We cannot reaſonably hope for the fur- 
niture which our office requires, without 
ſerious application to various ſubjects of 
contemplation. If wiſdom will meet us in 
the way of diligent ſearch for her, ſhe will 
well reward our pains; but we muſt not 
imagine ſhe will manifeſt herſelf to us, 
while we run from her in the paths of in- 
dolence and diſſipation. A miniſter ſhould 
conſider his ſtudy, as a diligent tradeſman 
does his ſhop or office; from it he muſt 
not ſuffer himſelf to be much and long 
| ſeparated... th 

For this reaſon it is fit that he ſhould be 
abſtracted from ſecular employments, that 
he may give himſelf to reading, meditation 
and prayer. The ſcriptures muſt be the 


grand ſubject of his thoughts day and night; 


for theſe are written by inſpiration of _ 
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paſs of ſolid amis 
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and are able to make ai and fal vation; 
through faith. which is in Chriſt Jeſus. 
As you (dear Sir) have had a liberal edu- 
cation, I need not tell yon _ growing 
acquaintance with the > nal languages, 
with antient hiſtory, whole com- 
will be of great uſe 
the bible; but, 


you in the 


to 
above A I think, — find benefit by 
fixed meditation on the word of God; 
and humble fervent addreſſes. to the throne 


1 for chat light that cometh from 
LOC 


We find diverſe and ſtrange doQrines 
ſpreading among profeſſors in our day; and 
infidelity, at the fame time, prevailing in 
the midſt, of us: the more pains, therefore, 
ſhould miniſters take; that, hy God's grace, 
they may be able both to explain and de- 


fend that divine revelation, which is our 


only ſure guide to heaven, and the only 
authoritative rule of faith, worſhip and 


practice as Chriſtians. 


I proceed now to ſpeak W 
your public miniſtrations. Prepare for them 
in ſecret; not only by meditation, but b 
earneſt ſupplication for God's preſence, 2 
in your ſervices. 
Preach the g pal plan and fully, 1 
ardent love 8 ab his people, and 
tender compaſſion to periſhing finners: en- 
deavour to convince them, by the law + 

Go 


( 25 ] 
God, of their many tranſgreſſions in heart 
and life, and of their original guilt and de- 
pravity, impotence and miſery: endeavour 
to lead them to Chriſt for ſalvation, by 
ſpreading abroad the ſavour of his name, 
his divine perſon, his full and perfect atone- 
ment for ſin, his everlaſting righteouſneſs, 
as the ſurety and repreſentative of his 
church, his reſurrection and glory, the 
riches and ſuitableneſs of his benefits, the 
nature and terms of the new covenant, &c. 
Diſcourſe much on regeneration, faith 
and repentance, juſtification by the blood 
of Chriſt, adoption, and the ſanctifying 
work of the ſpirit of God, the great and 
various duties of the Chriſiian life, the eter- 
nal happineſs of heaven, and the eternal 

puniſhment that will be inflicted on all them 

that know not God, and have not ae 
the goſpel of his ſon. 

But when ye would perſwade men by 
che terrors of the Lord, forget not his 
mercies, nor the man that: is the hiding- 
place from the ſtorm; direct them to him; 
ſpeak in the bowels of Chriſt, and remem- 
ber your maſter's exam e who ſhed tears 
over Feruſalem, when e pronounced her 
doom. 

Take particular care in the application of 
your. ſermons to the conſciences of your 
hearers ; and . your addreſs agreeably - 

D to 
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neither to neglect theſe things, nor to be 
very curious about them; follow nature, 


6] 


to we different ſtates of the ENTRE) 
and the converted, the weak and ſtrong. 
As to the compoſition, ſtyle, method 


and manner of do your diſcourſes, I 
ſhall not take upon me to fay much; it is 


conceive for a preacher, 


under the guidance of grace, and you will 
learn to accommodate your words to the 
variety of your ſubje&s, and know how to 


mingle the fablime and the familiar, the 
argumentative and pathetick, the awful and 


the alluring forms of addreſs ; but I 1 


you (dear Sir) always to remember that your 
buſineſs is not to amuſe people with fine 


florid orations; which, for the moſt part, 
tun off from the ſoul, as oil from a marble 
ſtone, without leavin g an impreſſion, but 


to amend their hearts and lives ; and there- 


fore confine' not yourſelf ſo much to rules 


of art, or pre-conceived thoughts, as to be 
afraid of making uſe of any proper freedom 


of mind, while you arè engaged in preach- 
ing, a word. not before intended, may 


prove very ſeaſonable and uſeful. 


Another part of your publick Sivics” is 


prayer: and give me leave to fay, this is 
one of your moſt important duties. 


As we find no liturgy in the new teſta- 


ment, nor in the firſt and pureſt ages of the 


Chriſtian church, we Proteſtant diſſenters 
are 


Lay 1 


_ diſtinguiſhed by our freedom in ſocial 
prayer, and our diſapprobation of a con- 
finement to human forms: but that this 
branch of our Chriſtian liberty, may be 
advantageous to our congregations, we who 
miniſter, ſhould labour to grow in the gift 
and grace of prayer, that we may offer u 
ſuitable confeſſions, requeſts, and dankt 
givings, and may plead properly for our 
dear people, according to their ſeveral cha- 
racters and circumſtances. 5 
Oh how ſolemn, delightful, and profit- 
able is prayer in the Holy Ghoſt! with re- 
gard to the adminiſtration of the two ſa- 
.craments (dear Sir) I beſeech you endeavor 
to anſwer the end of theſe ordinances, by 
explaining the nature and benefits of them; 
in the office of baptiſm make a clear diſ- 
tinction between the waſhing of water and 
the renewing of the ſpirit, and let parents 
know when they give up their little chil- 
dren to God in this ſolemnity, that they 
ſhould not only take encouragement from 
it in prayer for them, but conſider how 
much they are obliged thereby to educate 
them in a chriſtian manner. 
As to the Lord's ſupper, encourage all 
that are poor in ſpirit, and that hunger 
and tir after righteouſneſs, to come 
to it, that they may honour Chriſt, and 
be refreſhed and ſtrengthened by the 
views of his dying love, and quickened to 
. = D 2 18 diligence 
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diligence in their duty; but lay it not open 


to all, as if it belonged to them that make 
no credible profeſſion of I but 
live in an open contrariety to it. 

Let me in the next place exhort you to 


adorn and enforce your publick miniſtrati- 


ons by a holy life. 


Loet your 1 . ſpeak continually 
er, even to them that hear 


And let your converſation with thoſe 


who are or may be under your paſtoral 
care, be ſuch as becometh the goſpel. An 
_ officious intermeddling with their temporal 
affairs, and little matters of contention in 


families avoid, for it oy be hurtful to you 


and to religion. 


A gloomy countenance, a dogmatical | 


humour, a curious prying into the ſecrets 
of conſcience, and an affected loquacity on 
religious ſubjects, at all times, and in all 


companies, are things diſguſtful; but let 


- your communication be grave, ſerious, and 


N watch for opportunities of pious 


diſcourſe, that your lips may feed many. 


Watch over the young, and labour to 
form Chriſt in them, that they may be a 


ſeed to ſerve him when their fathers ſhall 


ſleep in the duſt. 

Sympathize with the afflicted, viſt the 
widows and the e the fick and dy- 
ing. 
Take 


We: 1 29 ] 
Take ſpecial care of thoſe who may be 


under ſpiritual awakenings and convictions, 
and endeavour to lead them to Chriſt and 
a ſound converſion. , i 
-- Young converts ſhould likewiſe be ſpecial 
objects of your attention, they are Chriſt's 
lambs, and he carries them in his boſom; 
let your conduct to them be loving and 
gentle; look with pity on tempted chrifti- 
ans, for your 'maſter had a fellow-feeling 
with them; addreſs them with compaſſion- 
ate tenderneſs, and pray for their deliver - 
ance and victory. 8 . 
Let back-ſliding chriſtians be rembered 
in your prayers, and ſeek their welfare and 
recovery with great concern, 
Finally, let all your ſervices be ſweetened 
with charity; beware of a narrow party 
ſpirit ; love all good miniſters and good 
men, however they may differ from you in 
names, - lefler opinions and modes of wor- 
ſhip; your zeal for the purity of the chriſ- 
tian faith and practice will be moſt amiable 
and uſeful, when attended with humility 
candour, and benevolence to all the ſincere 
diſciples of our one Lord and Saviour. 
Dear Brother, I have repreſented your 
duty in many particulars, not becauſe you 
are ignorant . it, but to ſtir up your mind 
and my own by way of remembrance. 


Your 


(30 I 
Your work is great and difficult, for your 
encouragement in it conſider (6) the pros 
miſes of Chriſt relative to it. 
| There are two grand promiſes given for 
the ſupport of all chriſtians, and particu- 
larly faithful miniſters in all ages, the one 
is Matt. xviii. 18. On this rock will I build 
my church, and the gates of bell . 
mn agat nft ip 
IN other is Matt. xxviii, 20, 2 Lo Iam 
with Fn alvay, even unto the end of the 
Wor 
It is a refreſhing confideration to all that 
love Chriſt, and eſpecially to his faithful 
miniſters, that his goſpel ſhall abide, and 
bring forth fruit to the final period of time; 
that he will have a church of real believers 
to the end of the world, and will defend it 
_ againſt all enemies viſible and inviſible, 
And has he faid he will ever be with his 
ſervants in his work ? what could he fay 
more? in this one promiſe he has given 
them ground to hope for all that they want, 
his guidance, aſſiſtance, protection, provi- 
ſion, and conſolation; live upon this good 
word of his grace (my dear brother) he will 
be with you if your heart be right with 
him (as I believe it is) and if he be with 
you, what ſhall harm you? what n N 
be withheld from you?; 
He will take care of you, W ou, as 
1 one of the ſtars in his right hand, (ſuch 
honour 
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ondur will he put upon you, thoug 

A * own eyes you muſt be nothing) or 
e will perform all things for you; you 

ſerve a bountiful maſter, and if the riches 

— this world ſhould not be poured in up- 

n you (which indeed you muſt not ſeek 
with inordinate affection) he will grant 
you higher and better bleſſings, and make 
afflictions themſelves to work together for 
good to you; and in the end beſtow upon 
you that crown of righteouſneſs and glory 
that {hall not fade away. 

We are the ſucceſſors of excellent miniſ- 
ters, who bore the heat and burden of the 
day; one man ſows and another reps, 
they laboured, and we are come into the 
field ſo painfully y and well. cultivated by 
them; God was with them, and as their 

ſufferings for Chriſt abounded, fo did their 
conſolations by him abound; our diſcou- 
fagements are different from theirs, and a- 
riſe from the growth of infidelity and im- 
ry, from the pride, luxury, and indo- 

nce of theſe proſperous times ; but the 
grace which armed our fathers againſt a 
frowning world, can preſerve us from the 
evil of the age wherein we live, and make 
us faithful unto death. 

I ſhall conclude (7) with reminding you 
(dear Sir) of your ſolemn obligations to fi- 

delity, diligence and perſeverance in the 
* ſervice of Chriſt ; confider the ſupreme au- 
thority 
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thority of your = and maſter, his perfect 
knowledge of your heart and ways, and the 


account you muſt give to him. 
Think what an honour it is to ſerve him, 


and eſpecially in the capacity of a ſteward 


in his houſe; and let the dignity of your 
office move you to unwearied 5 in 
the diſcharge of it. 


He that is greateſt in Chriſt 8 chureh 5 


muſt be the ſervant of all, and ſhew his 
ſuperiority, not by affecting a lordſhip over 
God's heritage, but by excelling in know- 
ledge, humility, love, meekneſs, temper- 
ance, ſelf-denial, and aer. We may 


without pride magnify our office, as Paul 
did, when he ſaid, To me who am leſs than 


the leaſt of all ſaints is this grace given, 


that I ſfhowld preach among the Gentiles 2 
GER riches of Chriſt. 


It is a good work to publiſh the glad ti- 2 


= of ſalvation, and do the office of a 
el miniſter ; but the higher our calling 
5 * more careful ſhould we be to walk 
worthy of it, and to avoid every thing that 


would bring a reproach upon it: the eyes 


of all are upon us, ſome wait for our halt- 


ing, that from our falls they may take 


occaſion to vilify our profeſſion, and the 


goſpel itſelf; but let us watch in all things, 
and give ourſelves to prayer, that we may 
| e as in in the world. 
Conſider . 


pn al at _— a % - _ 


1 
Conſider likewiſe (dear Sir) the worth of 
human ſouls, created at firſt in the image 
of God, fallen from him, from original 
righteouſneſs, ſtrength, and happineſs, into 
a ſtate of ſin and miſery, but redeemed by 
the blood of his ſon, and every one of them 
of more value than a whole world of ma- 
terial and irrational beings. 
Watch for ſouls, Pray, preach, and live 
with a view to your being an inſtrument 
of their ſalvation! your office is one of the 
fruits of Chriſt's love to ſouls, who when 
he aſcended up on high gave gifts to men, 
gave not only apoſtles, prophets, and evan- 
geliſts, but paſtors and teachers for the edi- 
fication of his body; apply to this work in 
his name and ſtrength with all your heart: 
Remember the vows and engagements 
into which you have entered this day be- 
fore many , witneſſes, before God, angels, 
and men, and remember the ſhortneſs and 
uncertainty of human life, that you may 

work while it is day, the night cometh in 
which no man can work, time vaniſhes a- 
way, behold the judge is at the door. 
This is your day of coming into the paſto- 
ral office, the day of account is not far 
off, for what is our life but a vapour ? 
We who have been long in our work, have 
ſeen many of our fathers and brethren 
called off the ſtage before us, and we are 
waiting for our diſmiſſion; we look on you, 
> > 8  - :- _—_—_— 
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